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Saturday evening,  
August 10, 6:00 

Pacesetters’ Potluck and 
Program 

 

Larry Purkey,  
                                                                Revival Worship Leader 

 

Come, join together, for a time of praise and prayer for 

the upcoming Revival. 
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The 2019 Parkside 

 

August 25 – 28 

 
Sponsored by the Pacesetter and 

Senior Adult Ministries 

 

Theme: 

May the Favor of  

the Lord Our God Rest Upon Us 

 

 

 

Joseph Bunce, Evangelist 

Lead Missionary for the Baptist  

Convention of New Mexico 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Larry Purkey, Worship Leader 
 
 

Services 

Sunday Morning 9:15, 10:45 

Sunday Evening 5:00 

Monday Morning 10:30 

Tuesday Morning 10:30 

Wednesday Morning 10:30 

Noon Meal Wednesday 12:00 

 

Psalm 90:17 
May the favor of the LORD our God 
rest on us; establish the work of our 
hands for us- yes, establish the work 
of our hands. 

 



Page 3 

The Life-Song of 

Larry and Kena Purkey 
 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless His Holy Name! 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits!  Psalm 103:1-2 

 
When we think of sharing the journey God has led us on, we consider it a 
humbling and delightful opportunity.  Our God has blessed at every turn in 
our pilgrimage, and we are honored to share new highlights. 
 
Kena was born in Springfield, Missouri, as the firstborn of four children, 
into a Christian home where the Bible was held up as the authority for liv-
ing.  Her mom, Wanda Lou, was a loving, resourceful, creative parent, 
who nurtured each of her children into caring, thoughtful, confident indi-
viduals.  Kena’s dad, Lewis, was a hard-working provider who instilled into 
the family an awareness of their need to maintain a good Christian testi-
mony.  Lewis served on church staff in part-time roles for several years. 
 
When people meet Kena, they sometimes ask her where her unique first 
name comes from.  Apparently, her dad had an interest in foreign mis-
sions, especially in the continent of Africa.  He took the name of one 
country, Kenya, dropped the “y,” and named her Kena Sue, which was an 
uncommon name to go with her last name, “Jones.” 
 
Larry was born in Detroit, Michigan, the firstborn of three children.  He 
was also blessed to be born into a Christian family.  The family moved to 
Shawnee, Oklahoma when Larry was just a year old.  When Larry was 
five, his dad, Harold, died in a car accident, leaving his mom, Laura, with 
three preschoolers.  By God’s providence, the young family lived only two 
blocks away from Laura’s mother and dad, so Larry’s grandparents were 
important influences on his early development. 
 
Both Kena and Larry grew up in Shawnee, Oklahoma, but they went to 
different grade schools and different churches, so they did not know each 
other growing up.  They did go to high school together, though he was 
two years ahead of her.  Larry played trombone in the band and served as 
drum major his last two years.  During his senior year, Kena and Larry 
double-dated together.  She was dating John, the assistant drum major, 
and Larry, who was the senior drum major, was dating another member 
of his class.  John had a car, but Larry did not.  This is really how Kena 
and Larry first became friends.  Later, when Larry was a freshman in col-
lege and Kena was a high school junior, they began to date each other, 
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and they continued to have a long-distance dating relationship for three 
years. 

 
During her years in high school, Kena was 
elected to student council and worked for a lo-
cal home builder.  In later years, she worked 
as a loan closer at a mortgage company and 
as an escrow officer for a title company.  Most 
of her life she has been interested in real es-
tate.  Throughout her career she has used her 
ability to deal with details accurately and effec-
tively to be a valued part of the team.  While 
we were in Kansas City, she worked as admin-
istrative assistant to the director of the Mis-
souri Baptist Children’s Home.  In her final po-
sition, she was Director of Business and Fi-
nance for the Girl Scouts of the Permian Basin 
in Odessa.  Her office supervised the work of 
Girl Scouts in 15 counties of West Texas and 
serviced more than 5,000 girl scouts.  She was 
in this position for 11 years before she had to 

take a medical disability retirement because of her cancer treatments and 
her condition of fibromyalgia.  Kena attended Oklahoma Baptist Universi-
ty and took some hours at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 
while Larry was earing his Master of Church Music degree. 
 
In high school, Larry was involved in choir, 
orchestra, and band.  He also helped an up-
perclassman with an electronics project 
which led him to eventually serve as parlia-
mentarian of the Oklahoma House of Repre-
sentatives during Youth-in-Government mock 
legislature experience through the YMCA.  It 
was this electronics project, named SCAMPP 
(Systematic Control by Automatic Manipula-
tion of Parliamentary Procedure), which led 
Larry to major in electrical engineering when 
he started college.  He pursued this line of 
study at the University of Oklahoma for 2 ½ 
years before the Lord redirected his steps to-
ward music and into the music ministry.  By 
this time, he had become very  involved with 
the Baptist Student Union, an off-campus 
Baptist-supported collegiate ministry devoted to reaching students for 
Christ and developing them into disciple-makers for the Kingdom.  This 
organization had a profound influence on Larry’s development as a fol-
lower of Christ and his call to full-time Christian service. 
 

Considering the future    

Playing at the BSU 
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During the summer after Larry’s sophomore year at OU, he and classmate, 
Nick Dyer, agreed to do a summer missions project, touring the state of 
Oklahoma as a folk-music duo, “Nick and Purk.”  Nick played guitar and 
string bass.  Their assignment that summer was to sing in church services, 
Sunday School Assemblies, and Training Union groups, then host a 
citywide high school fellowship each Sunday for ten weeks.  Their goal 
was to promote BSU and to recruit graduating high school students to 
participate in BSU when they went to college.  This summer missions pro-
ject was a volunteer mission, but at the end of the summer, as a reward 
for their work, Larry’s BSU provided the opportunity for them to attend a 
retreat at the international headquarters of the Navigators, in Glenn Eyrie, 
Colorado, near Colorado Springs.  During that conference Larry heard Dr. 

Howard Hendricks, from Dallas Theological 
Seminary, explain that marriage “is not find-
ing someone you can live with, but finding 
the person you can’t live without.”  This was 
a message from God that was very important 
for Larry and Kena as they began to think 
about their future together. 
 
This month we celebrate 46 years of mar-
riage.  We are so grateful to our Lord for the 
experiences He has used during those years 
to draw us closer to Him.  Each time we have 
faced challenges in our journey together, He 
had demonstrated His amazing love for us, 
His abundant provision for our needs, and 
His absolute faithfulness to carry us through 
every valley.  He has shown His grace 
through each medical issue and each finan-
cial setback we have faced together. 
 
Before we were married, God gave Larry a 
“life chapter.”  At the time, we didn’t know 

that this chapter would be so important to us, but God has used it to 
guide us often.  Through Isaiah 58, God has spoken to us about worship, 
international ministry, dating, healing, hospitality, priorities, children, pro-
vision, and much more.  The point is that God desires to speak to each of 
us through His Word.  Kena and I can testify that we have been blessed 
when we have paid close attention to what He is saying to us. 
 
God blessed us with two wonderful sons: Dave and Jonathan.  And 
through them, God has blessed us with four amazing grandchildren: Jack-
son (13), Madison (13), Hudson (7), and Jason (5). Dave has been the 
worship pastor for Parkside for nine years and has developed a vibrant 
worship ministry incorporating worship team, choir, band, plus orchestra.  

August 21, 1971 
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Many of you have shared with us 
how he has touched your lives 
through personal pastoral ministry.  
Parksiders know Dave and his fam-
ily very well, but not all of you 
know his brother, Jonathan. 
 
Jonathan met his wife, Jenna, 
when they were students at Hardin 
Simmons University in Abilene.  
Jenna is the Head Swim Coach at 
C.O.M. Swim Club in Midland, Tex-
as, where she has opportunity to 
prepare very talented competitive 
swimmers to be qualifiers for 

Olympic Trials.  For the past seven years, Jonathan has served Mid-Cities 
Community Church as Elementary Pastor and has been responsible for 
more than 300 children in grades 2-5 at their main church campus, plus 
overseeing the elementary programs in their Odessa and Midland campus-
es.  In June, he took three busloads of children and sponsors to children’s 
camp in New Mexico.  By God’s grace, they saw nearly 30 children saved 
that week.  Recently, Jonathan became the Connections Pastor and is de-
veloping their strategy for new member assimilation. Both Jonathan and 
Jenna are gifted guitarists and worship leaders. 
 
Kena is a prayer warrior.  Several times when she has thought we needed 
to do something in our home or when we were searching for a new resi-
dence, she has asked “could we . . . “  Larry’s response was usually to 
quote the wisdom he had heard a Christian leader give his wife: “Honey, 
you can have whatever you can pray in.”  Her prayers have resulted in 
wonderful provisions at home and amazing breakthroughs in the hearts of 
those who are seeking a deeper relationship with Him. 
 
She taught Dave to pray for his needs.  When we were moving from Cali-
fornia to Fort Worth to attend seminary, we felt it would be important for 
Dave, who was five at the time, to attend the preschool program at the 
seminary.  Kena and Dave prayed about this need, and he remembers tell-
ing God “we just need one spot.”  When Kena took Dave to the principal 
of the preschool, they were told that all of the classes were totally full, but 
that they could put his name on the waiting list.  Then she said, “Just a 
minute,” and checked another file folder.  She looked up, smiled, and said, 
“it looks like we have just one spot.” From childhood, Dave has believed 
that God can meet our needs – even for a five-year-old boy who needed 
“just one spot.”   
 
One of Jonathan’s early experiences with answered prayer involved a de-
sire to have a dog.  Larry was really not in favor of this and said, “No.”  so 

Jackson, Madison, Jason, Hudson  
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Kena told Jonathan they would just pray about it.  In a few days, God 
spoke to Larry in his Quiet Time and made it clear that Larry should let 
Jonathan have the dog.  Larry explained that they had “gone over his 
head.” 
 
Kena is a 19-year survivor of breast cancer.  She credits God for guiding 
her to locate the tumor one morning in December, 1999, as she woke up.  
That discovery was followed by a clear diagnosis, surgery in January, five 
months of chemotherapy, four months of radiation therapy, and ten years 
of prescription follow-up.  Her Onocologist in Corpus Christi told her, “I 
don’t know if I’m firing you or you’re firing me, but you need to get out of 
my office so I can see sick people.  You are free of cancer.” 
 
Since the fall of 1970, when Larry joined the staff of Pleasant Valley Bap-
tist Church, Norman, Larry and Kena have served churches in Oklahoma, 
California, Missouri, and Texas.  Larry has held titles which included Asso-
ciate Pastor, Music, Youth, Worship, Education, and Senior Adults.  Kena 
has served in positions including Children’s Ministry Director, Children’s 
Music Coordinator, Women’s Ministry Director, and a singer on the Wor-
ship Team.  Our love for the church has been so rewarding. 
 
Through Larry’s involvement with The Singing Churchmen of Oklahoma, 
The California Singing Men, The Missouri Singing Men, The Singing Men 
of West Texas, The Singing Men of South Texas, The Singing Men of 
North Central Texas, and The Century Men of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention, Larry has had opportunity to do music missions work in Austria, 
Canada, England, Germany, Scotland, Switzerland, Ukraine, Wales, as 
well as many states: Alabama, California, Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, 
Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Mexico, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, and 
Washington D.C.  Larry also had the joy of leading revival services in 
Hungary and Romania as part of a two-man revival team with Evangelist 
Mack Kearney, from Euless, during three separate three-week trips. 
 
Kena was able to participate in some of the mission trips with Larry.  She 
helped to coordinate ministries to pastors’ wives on one of the trips and 
was responsible for leading a team of Singing Men and wives in designing 
and constructing a set of custom teaching banners for a church in Water-
bury, Connecticut. 

 
God has enriched our lives through the many individuals and families He 
has allowed us to meet, minister to, and minister with through the years 
of serving churches.  He blessed us with very supportive and loving 
friends in every congregation where we served.  What a joy it is to serve 
the Lord! 
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Our latest chapter of life began when we retired from FBCK, Kingville, af-
ter more than 14 years of ministry there.  When we moved to Parkside 
nearly two years ago, we felt almost like we were coming to our “home 
church.”  With Dave on staff for many years, we had already visited many 
times and knew many of you.  You have welcomed us into the church 
with such open hearts, that we feel as if we have been here for a good 
while.  Thank you for being our new church home and for making a place 
in your church and in your hearts.  We rejoice every week in the unique 
privilege to worship our God under Dave’s leadership, and to receive such 
deep spiritual teaching from the Parkside pulpit.  We look forward to the 
coming years of co-laboring with you.  And we anticipate a wonderful 
time of refreshing this month as we seek the Lord for revival in our fel-
lowship and in our Texoma region.  God has blessed our souls so richly.  
We praise Him for the great things He has done, and for the great things 

He will bring to pass as – together – we fix our eyes on Him.  Bless the 
Lord, O my soul!  

Larry and Kena Purkey 



Pacesetter Newsletter Page  9 

 
 
 
 

August 1 Jim Goff 

August 3 Jason Maresh 

August 5 Joe Clapp 

August 5 James Rice 

August 6 Betty Warner 

August 7 Brenda Gaddis 

August 7 Bill Kelley 

August 7 Cecil Hart 

August 8 Gordon (Mac) Beard 

August 9 Sarah Coffman 

August 10 Karyl Welch 

August 11 Nelda Perdue 

August 12 Janyne Brewer 

August 12 Heather Daniel 

August 13 Stan Ritchie 

August 15 Dixie Foster 

August 15 Sue Simms 

August 15 Hong Stumpff 

August 16 Allan Jacobs 

August 16 Diane Bilderback 

August 17 John Ruddell 

August 17 Kellie Adlof 

August 18 Tammy Guttridge 

August 20 Phyllis Sparks 

August 24 Ed Simms 

August 25 Jerry Stinson 

August 26 Betty Underwood 

August 26 Betty Cabaniss 

August 29 Edwin Grace 

August 30 Joanne Harrell 

August 30 Donna Wilson 

August 30 Kyle Anderson 

August 31 Ann Stubbs 

 
 

 
August 7, 14, 21, 28 – Bible Study at The 
Woodlands, 2:00 
 
August 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 – Bible Study at 
Wesley Village, 10:30 
 
August 10 – Potluck Meal and Program,   
 6:00 
 
August 14 – ROMEO breakfast at IHOP, 
 8:00 
 
August 16 – Texas State Railroad,  
 $80 - $90  
 
August 26 – Leadership Meeting 
 
August 30 – Game Night 
 
 

 

 
•August 16th – Texas State Railroad - $80 
to $90 
 
•September 15 – 21 – San Antonio Dia-
mond Tour – spaces available 
 
•October 10 – State Fair of Texas 
 
•November – Arts and Craft Fair 
 
•December – Christmas Concert 
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Coming Class and Sermon Se-

ries from the 

 
 

New Sermon Series to follow the 
“If My People” (revival) series 

 
Beginning on Sunday, August 18, 
Bro. Jerry will preach a new ser-
mon series entitled, “I Believe in 
You.” These will be messages of 
encouragement and challenge for 
the members of Parkside Baptist. 

 
 

Life Group Study  
Beginning in September 

 
When Life Groups resume in Sep-
tember, Bro. Jerry will be teaching 

“The Ants Go Marching Two by 
Two” 

This will be an interesting study of 
the animals mentioned in the Bi-
ble, their unique personalities and 
skills, for what purpose God creat-
ed them, and lessons we can learn 

as Christians from them. 
The class will meet in the Fellow-
ship Hall each Sunday evening at 
5:00.  The last Sunday of each 

month will be a potluck meal for 
the class. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Shane and Erica Deweber, 

and daughters, Chloe and 

Rorie 

 
 

   A few years ago, the 
Deweber family moved to 
Wichita Falls and became in-
volved in the ministry of First 
Baptist Church there.  
 
   A few weeks ago, they 
moved back to Denison, and 
on Sunday morning, July 7, 
they joined back with 
Parkside.  We are so blessed 
to have them back.  So, not 
only do we say “welcome 
back,” we say, 
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Lois Short (center) united with  

Parkside on Sunday, July 14 

 
The three siblings, Sarah, Lois, and Royce, 
are worshiping together again after more 
than 50 years, while, as we say, “life hap-
pened.” Together, again, are Jerry and Sa-
rah, Lois, and Royce and Sharon. 
 

And joining on Sunday, 

July 28 
 

 
 
Ten-year-old Jacob Sheff, saved at sum-
mer camp; coming for baptism. 
 

 
Next, Allecia McLeod, joining by letter from 
a sister church in Sherman. 

Then, Audri Rhone, united with the 
church as a candidate for baptism. 
 

 
And, then, Michelle (Shellie) Manly, 
also coming for baptism.  Shellie is 
Audri’s sister.  These two sisters will 
be baptized together. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Also joining Parkside on July 28, was Travis 

Maples, husband of Silke Maples.  
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      OUR 
   STORY 

 
          As told by 
      James Gaddis 

 
 
                
 
 

 
 

I was an Easter surprise.  My parents were visiting my maternal 
grandmother, on Easter Sunday, when I decided to make my appear-
ance.  This was on March 24, 1940, in Avinger, Texas.  I would not 
actually live in Avinger until 1954. 
 
As an infant, I experienced a serious health problem.  By the time 
doctors diagnosed the issue, and my parents got me to Bradford Me-
morial Hospital for Children, in Dallas, I was at death’s door.  I was 
so weak that intravenous feeding and subcutaneous fluid injections 
were required for several days before surgery could be done.  The 
surgery was successful and, praise God, I recovered nicely. 
 
Brenda, being MUCH younger than me, was born in Red River Coun-
ty, Texas, on August 7, 1941.  She was one of four children; I was 
one of six. 
 
At one year of age, Brenda and family moved to Pleasant Grove, Tex-
as, and lived there until 1953, when they moved to Avinger, Texas. 
 
My family moved frequently.  By the time I started first grade in Mt. 
Pleasant, Texas, I had lived in nine houses, four towns, and three 
states.  In 1954, our family also moved to Avinger, Texas (my birth 
town). 
 
We both were new students in Avinger High School, in 1954 – Brenda 
in the eighth grade, and me in the ninth (my 10th school).  We be-
came friends and dated each other for a short time when Brenda was 
a Freshman, and I was a Sophomore.  On one of our dates, we went 
to a party a few miles out of town.  As we started back to town, I was 
thinking I’d sure like to kiss her, but couldn’t do it while I was driv-

James Brenda 
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ing.  So, I suggested that we “park” somewhere.  She immediately let 
me know, “I don’t park!”  I remembered a friend of mine came to the 
party dateless.  I thought I’d go get him, and let him drive, so I could 
pay more attention to Brenda.  My mistake was, I THOUGHT all of 
this, but said nothing to Brenda.  So, as I turned onto a dirt road, in 
order to turn around, she assumed I was attempting to park.  Without 
a word, she opened the car door, and started to get out.  I had to 
hurriedly explain my plan.  And (big smile), she agreed to the plan. 
 
Upon graduation, we went our separate ways.  Being from a small 
town, our family connections and school events meant that, through 
the years, we never lost contact with each other. 
  
I worked a few years, mostly as an 
auto parts salesman, then joined 
the Army in 1961.  I went to Heli-
copter Maintenance School in Ala-
bama, then served as a helicopter 
Crew Chief in Germany, for about 2 
½ years.  Our helicopters, the larg-
est in the “free” world at that time, 
required a crew of four to fly.  Being 
a Crew Chief helped to increase my 
pay. 
 
It meant that I was given both Flight Pay and Separate Rations pay.  
The Separate Rations pay was to compensate us for meals that we 
might have to purchase when we were away from our home base.  Of 
course, when we were at our home base, I saved money by eating 
free in the Mess Hall, and still drawing the extra pay.  
 
One of our more interesting missions was a rescue mission in far 
north Germany, in and around Hamburg.  There was a terrible flood.  
We took several helicopters to the scene, as did some other helicopter 
companies, and flew missions for the next few days.  Our helicopters 
rescued people from roof tops, delivered hay to stranded cattle, etc.  
We were all given awards (a MEDAL OF THANKS and a book about the 
event) by the German Government. 
 
While in Germany, a group of us formed a new, English-speaking Bap-
tist Church in Hanau.  It is still thriving, to this day.  I also visited 
several other European countries while stationed there.  When I first 
arrived in Germany, my mode of transportation was a bicycle.  Later 
on, I bought a Dodge convertible, thus allowing me to travel much 
longer distances.  On one of those trips, a friend and I toured through 
parts of Germany, Luxemburg, and France, including a few days in 
Paris. 

A plane I owned part of in the 70s 
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In July of 1963, I had an opportunity which was quite a thrill for this 
little ol’ East Texas boy.  President John F. Kennedy came to Germa-
ny, and visited several U.S. Army bases, including the one where I 
was stationed.  I was selected, as one of about 100 soldiers, to dine 
with the President.  After a steak (special, because the President was 
there) dinner, he spoke briefly, and then was gone – along with his 
entourage and the press.   
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For many years, 
my old Army unit 
held annual reun-
ions - each year in 
a different loca-
tion.  The Reunion 
Association was 
formally dissolved 
about four or five 
years ago, but a 
small group of us 
still meet some-
where every year, 
to continue re-
counting our “tales”.  
Brenda says that we tell 
the same stories over 
and over; we just forget that we’ve told them before. 
 

 
Following Brenda’s graduation, she turned 18 in 

August, got married the next week, moved to 
Daingerfield, Texas, and within a year had start-
ed her family.  They eventually had two chil-
dren.  In the early 60s, they moved to Dallas.  
Brenda’s husband was an insurance salesman, 
and Brenda kept kids, in their home, for 13 
years. 
 
After their two children completed high school, 
Brenda stopped keeping kids, and got a job “in 
the real world”, as she put it.  In 1983, they 
bought a home near Mineola, on Lake Holbrook, 
and moved there.  Brenda went to work, doing 
Accounts Receivable, for a family-owned plumb-
ing supply company in Tyler.  She worked there 
for about 20 years. 
 
Living on a lake, the family spent lots of time 
fishing and water skiing.  And, on holidays, they 
always had lots of family members come to vis-
it. 
 

Meanwhile, after I was discharged from the Army, I spent five years man-
aging offices for a consumer loan company, serving in three states.  I then 
returned to Denison, where I worked five years as a computer systems an-
alyst, with the MKT Railroad. 
 
Beginning in 1978, in Louisiana, and finishing up at Eaker Field in Durant, I 
got my Private and Commercial Pilot’s license, with Multi-Engine and Flight 

While serving in Germany, I was  

promoted to Specialist 5th Class  

Before leaving  

on a mission 
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Instructor ratings.  I bought a partnership in an airplane and, as an avoca-
tion, gave flight instruction at both the old Perrin field, and Bill McKeon’s 
private airfield, west of Denison.  One of my students went on to become 
an American Airlines Captain. 
 
In 1974, I left the MKT and went into banking, first in Ft. Worth for a year, 
then on to Dallas, to the bank from which I later retired as a senior execu-
tive. 
 
By this time (1982), I had also married, had three children, finished col-
lege, and completed a two-year course at the University of Michigan Gradu-
ate School of Bank Management.  I did not stay retired.  I served two years 
as the Deputy Commissioner of the Texas State Board of Insurance, then 
worked five years as a Manager at CIGNA, in Sherman. 
 
In 1998, Brenda’s first husband died in his sleep, at age 57.  She said she 

doesn’t know what she would have done without her 
family, church family, and friends.  When her husband 
died, I called to express my sorrow at her loss.  At 
that time, I was divorced.  I continued to call Brenda 
every month or so, to check on her.  Eventually, in 
late 1999, we had our first date.  I drove to Mineola, 
went to Sunday School and Worship Service with her, 
then we went out for lunch.  The rest is history.  We 
were married in 2000, about 45 years after our first 
date, at the church we had attended in Avinger, all 
those years ago.  Brenda’s pastor from Mineola made 
the trek to Avinger, to perform our ceremony. 
 
I was retired by then, so I moved to Brenda’s home in 
Mineola, and sold my house in Denison.  Once she was 
no longer working, we built a house in Denison, and 
moved back here in early 2003.  I served as our Con-
tractor, and we did much of the work ourselves. 
 
After visiting about a dozen churches, we moved our 
memberships to Parkside.  Since then we have kept 
busy with part time jobs for James; traveling; volun-
teering at both Texoma Medical Center and Parkside; 

and, of course, honey-dos and chores around home. 
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The old church where we worshiped      New building, built on the same site 

together as teens.                                   of the old, where we were married. 
 
 
We really enjoy traveling.  After we were married about one year, Brenda 
said, “I have been more places this year than in the whole 39 years of my first 
marriage.”   
 
We now share ten grandkids (one of whom is married), and two great grand-
kids.  Attending as many symphonies, sporting events, and graduations (both 
high school and college) as we can keeps us on the run. 
 
We look forward to sharing experiences, loving each other, and serving God, 
for as many years as He gives us on this earth. 
 
 

 
Our train trip to the Grand Canyon. 
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Chapter Thirteen 
Blessed Are the Introverts  

Who Keep Trying 
 

   Sometimes I like to sit on our 
stoop in front of our old brick 
townhouse here in the core of 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.  I just 
watch people and sometimes I 
try to interact with them. 
   Now, I’m not good at human 
interaction.  I know that.  But I 
also know God loves people and 
wants me to love people, even if 
I don’t understand them.  For ex-
troverts, it’s probably no big 
deal. To me, though, this is edgy 
and extreme.  It’s like jumping 
out of a plane. I’m not sure what 
to say.  I just go out there and 
hope my parachute opens. 
    It’s a high-crime area. The 
schools are not very good, and 
everyone knows it. There are nu-
merous big homes here for sale 
for under $30,000. There are 
poor people here and some mid-
dle-class people and a lot of peo-
ple with drug addictions.  It’s 
about half and half black and 
white, and I love that. 
   People pass by and I practice 
saying, “How you doin’? to them. 
I leave off the g, and I say it like 
a statement. And I say it real 
quick and low too, like 
“howyoudoin.”     

   There’s an old guy who sits 
outside in a chair, who is drunk 
most of the time, but he’s socia-
ble.  Gene will talk your ear off, 
in an unrelenting storytelling 
style that quickly flows from one 
epic story to the next. 
    Anyway, I sit on the stoop 
and watch people, and occasion-
ally people talk to me and I try 
to keep it going without embar-
rassing myself. 
   A guy was walking to my 
neighbor’s house, an older gen-
tleman who takes on a hippie 
persona.  Probably 60 years old, 
bandana, tie-dye, walking bare-
foot.  
   I once heard Timothy Keller 
say that God loves cities more 
than the country, because He 
loves people more than He loves 
trees.  So here we are. It’s just 
that the problem with being 
around broken people is, you 
know, all the broken people. 
   One spring I visited my friend, 
Seth, who lives in Manhattan.  
He has a wife and three little 
kids, and they’re crammed into 
one of those New York apart-
ments. I asked Seth, “Do you 
know your neighbors?” “We 
don’t have much choice. We’re 
kinda crammed in here!” 
   I liked that. Isn’t that odd? I 
have robotic social skills. I hate 
being interrupted. I’m awkward 
and self-conscious. But I realize 
I’m here to love people, one way 
or the other. I know I need other 
humans too. I asked God to 
change my heart and He’s doing 
that. Living with people, even 
people you can’t avoid, can be a 
good thing. God loves them 
more than trees, I’ve heard. 
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50 percent of Americans say abor-

tion is “morally wrong” 

   Exactly half of Americans say abor-

tion is “morally wrong,” according to 

Gallup’s annual Values and Beliefs Poll. 

   Forty-two percent consider it morally 

acceptable, according to the poll of 

1009 adults. The 50 who view abortion 

as wrong is the most in seven years. 

   In addition, 61 percent say pornogra-

phy is morally wrong and 89 percent 

are opposed to married men and wom-

an having an affair. 

   But the other data might concern so-

cial conservatives.  For example: 

· 71 percent say sex between an 

unmarried man and woman is 

okay, while 63 percent say gay 

or lesbian relations are accepta-

ble. 

· 68 percent say gambling is fine. 

· 65 percent believe smoking ma-

rijuana is okay. 

· 52 percent say doctor-assisted 

suicide is morally acceptable. 

Gallup began conducting the annual 

survey in 2001. 

 

 

Alex Trabek values prayers of fans 

   The host of Jeopardy credited the 

prayers of his supporters as he re-

vealed the news that his cancer is 

nearly in remission. 

 

Articles from the Southern Baptist Tex-
an. 

 

Were You Aware? 
 

*40% of Americans have never been 

to a dentist? 

*the oldest written plan of govern-

ment still in effect is in the United 

States? 

*Crazy Horse and George Custer 

shared the childhood name of Curly? 

*Sacred Cow was the name of the 

first presidential aircraft? 

*the fear of going bald is called Pha-

lacrophobia? 

*the smallest book in the Library of 

Congress is a thumbnail sized edition 

of “Old King Cole”? 

*coral is the traditional gift for a 35th 

wedding anniversary? 

*Smith is the most common English 

surname, whereas the most common 

Japanese name is Suzuki? 

*Harvey Lee Yeary II became fa-

mous as Lee Majors? 

*the world’s first televised baseball 

game took place in Tokyo? 

*Corduroy literally translated means 

“cloth of the king”? 

*the state insect of Texas is the 

Monarch Butterfly? 

*the most common fear the people 

have is public speaking? 

*potatoes were first sold as orna-

mental plants? 

*the penalty for drunk driving in Su-

matra is the loss of a hand? 

 

From the Wesley Wisdom bulletin of 

Wesley Village, July 2019 
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July 29, 2019 
PACESETTERS LEADERSHIP TEAM MINUTES 
 
The meeting was called to order by Bill Kelley, President. 

Jerry Coffman led in prayer. 

Members present were:  Christine Williams, Bill Kelley, Dalphine Kelley, Betty 
Little, Jerry Coffman, Amy Mitchell, Brenda Gaddis, James Gaddis, Phyllis 
Burkhead, Barbara Henderson 

The minutes were approved as read. 

Amy Mitchell gave the Treasurer’s report.  The balance is:  $9305.15.  Betty 
Little made a motion to accept the report.  Brenda Gaddis seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion passed. 

Barbara Henderson reported the theme for the August meeting will be Sum-
mer time. 

Betty Little reported the menu for the August meeting will be cool salads, 
fruit, and desserts. 

The August excursion will be the Texas State Railroad.  The September trip 
will be San Antonio and points south. 

Jerry Coffman reported August is Senior Revival month.  He will be organizing 
meals for the team.  The program for the August meeting will be Pre-revival 
led by Larry Purkey. 

Sherrill Brooks reported her visitation team made 490 contacts in the month 
of July. 

Bill Kelley reported he has ordered two sets of flags. 

Jerry Coffman led in prayer. 

Meeting adjourned. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Christine Williams, Secretary 

With 8 people reporting, we have 
a great team of encouragers. 
Thank you all so very much for 
your way of serving The Lord in 
ministering to others. We had 
490 contacts. 
 

Beginning Balance 
6/23/2019 $9316.42 
Credits 393.00 
Debits 404.27 
Ending Balance 
7/29/2019 $9305.19 
 
Respectfully submitted by 
Amy Mitchell 
 


